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The Eight dreaded the formation of a strong and
liberal ministry which might consolidate and perpetuate
the conquests of the Eevolution. The factious and all
who saw their advantage in the weakness of the
Government and the continuation of anarchy were not
less opposed to whatever might give vigour to the
executive. Some honest radicals were doubtless in-
fluenced by the rumours spread in Paris that the
Court was seeking to bribe the representatives of the
people, others could not contemplate with equanimity
the proposed violation of the sacred principle of the
separation of the three powers. Whatever votes the
ministry could influence were employed to prevent
anything that might facilitate Mirabeau's accession to
power; and Necker still had friends among the con-
stitutional monarchists, the admirers of English institu-
tions, the very men who would otherwise have been
most disposed to welcome the idea of a parliamentary
Cabinet. And lastly, not a few men agreed with Mira-
beau's conclusions, but voted against him from profound
distrust of his motives, and because they believed him
to be pleading the cause of his own ambition. Deserted
by Lafayette, Mirabeau stood practically alone against
all these opponents. Before Blin sat down he must
have known that all was lost. He had ventured to
hope that the day at length had dawned when he
would be able to make a worthy use of his great gifts.
And now that this hope was crushed, what rage, what
despair must have filled his heart! Eage at the per-
verse folly of the slaves of phrases which they mis-
called principles, at the suicidal infatuation of the
Eight, at the thought of his own past whic*h prevented